6                      NOAH WEBSTER.

command of the American army, and with
him was General Charles Lee. They passed
through New Haven, and Webster has left
a little sketch of the scene.

" These gentlemen lodged in New Haven,
at the house of the late Isaac Beers, and in
the morning they were invited to see a mil-
itary company of students of Yale College
perform their manual exercises. They ex-
pressed their surprise and gratification at
the precision with which the students per-
formed the customary exercises then in use.
This company then escorted the generals as;
far as Neck Bridge, and this was the first
instance of that honor conferred on General
Washington in New England?. It fell to
my humble lot to lead this company with
music."

The last sentence is a faint hint at an
amusing and pardonable little vanity of
Webster's, who, as the reader will discover
later, liked to think that he had a hand in
pretty much every important measure in
the political and literary history of the
country in those early days, and remem-
bered that when the great Washington ap-
peared, Webster was ready with the prelu-